purchases of land from the Penn Family or the Com- 


monwealth, consisting of applications, warrants, sur- 
veys, patents and other related records. Papers relat- 
ing to Donation and Depreciation Lands are available 
to find grants of land to soldiers of the Pennsylvania 
Line in the Revolution. Also on file are warrant tract 
maps for approximately forty-eight percent of the 
counties showing the locations of original surveys 
within current township boundaries. A list of the 


maps of counties and townships completed may be 
obtained upon request. 


INDUSTRIAL RECORDS 


Several collections provide large quantities of re- 
cords relating to the early iron and coal industries in 
the Commonwealth. Foremost in quantity and com- 
pleteness are records of the iron furnaces operated by 
the Coleman family of Lebanon County (Lebanon 
County Historical Society deposit), which include op- 
erational records of the Cornwall Ore Banks. Other 
large manuscript groups are the Lehigh Coal and Nav- 
igation Company Collection, the Pennsylvania Coal 
Company Records, the Pine Grove Furnace Collec- 
tion, Curtin Iron Works Papers, and the Fall Brook 
Coal Company Records. Correspondence of mine in- 
spectors, 1903-1931, inspection registers, 1899-1920, 
accident registers, 1899-1972, and mine disaster files, 
1939-1964, are included in the records of the Depart- 
ment of Mines and Mineral Industries. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Official records relating to transportation include 
the internal improvements files, 1777-1902, of the De- 
partments of State, Treasury, and Auditor General, 
and the Office of the Comptroller General, which 
consist mainly of reports, accounts, and correspon- 
dence concerning roads and turnpikes, river improve- 
ments, and bridge companies; annual reports of canal 
and navigation companies and railroads, 1859-1965; 
Board of Canal Commissioners records, 1816-1868, 
containing minutes, surveys, correspondence, and 
map books of the Pennsylvania Canal; port of Phila- 
delphia shipping records, 1727-1956; Highway De- 
partment records which include road and turnpike 
maps, 1706-1873, and toll bridge company records, 
1812-1961; and Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission 
records-consisting mainly of the records of the South 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 1881-1909. Private 
collections include records of the Schuylkill Naviga- 


A publicity photograph relating to the steel industry. 
The Penn Central Collection 


tion Company, Union Canal Company (Historical 
Society of Berks County deposit), Susquehanna Ca- 
nal Company, Erie Lackawanna Railroad Company, 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, Fall Brook Rail- 
road Company, Berks and Dauphin Turnpike Road 
Company, the Cornwall and Lebanon Railroad, Penn 
Central Railroad system, and the Railroad Museum 
of Pennsylvania Collection. 


SOCIAL STUDIES 


The Archives offers research opportunities for 
those interested in the study of ethnic and racial 
groups and women’s history. A substantial and grow- 
ing oral history collection documents the experience 
of miners and industrial workers in the Common- 
wealth. Individual collections of personal papers, or- 
ganizational records, runs of foreign-language news- 
papers, and church anniversary histories are part of a 
general ethnic studies collection. Private papers relat- 
ing to women and women’s groups include the Penn- 
sylvania Women’s Legislative Exchange Collection; 
the Pennsylvania Federation of Music Clubs, Inc. 
Collection; the Gertrude Howard Nauman Papers, 
Liliane Stevens Howard Collection, Mira Lloyd Dock 
Papers, Orbison Family Papers, Millicent Barton Rex 
Collection, and the Genevieve Blatt Collection. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


Official records of the Archives reflect the concern 
of state government with the health and welfare of its 
citizens. Records of this description include minutes 
and related files of the State Board of (Motion Pic- 
ture) Censors, 1915-1956; records of the 1972 Abor- 
tion Law Commission; charitable solicitations regis- 
tration files, 1924-1961; Industrial Board minutes, 
1914-1951; reports on county homes and poor relief, 
1917-1939; secretary’s file and institutional popula- 
tion records of the Committee on Lunacy, 1882-1921; 
State mental hospital records, ca. 1817-1982; epi- 
demic reports of the Sanitary Engineers, 1904-1919; 
records of the Office of the Aging, 1954-1962; assist- 
ance projects of the Bureau of Community Planning, 
1958-1974; State Emergency Relief Administration 
records, 1932-1937; minutes of the State Board of 
Public Assistance, 1937-1959; records of the Eastern 
State Penitentiary, Western State Penitentiary, and 
other penal institutions, 1818-1961; clemency files, 
1777-1900; Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board legal 
files, 1937-1968; and records of the Pennsylvania 
State Police, 1905-1964. 


MAILING ADDRESS 


Pennsylvania State Archives 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026 


Phone: (717) 783-3281 
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